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When questions are submitted to the Court,
the interested party is required to submit a
memorandum stating all the points of law and
fact relating to the question and the proofs in
support of the plea. The Court is required to
send this memorandum to the defendant state
and to invite its reply within sixty days. This
period may be extended at the discretion of
the Court. The states may be represented by
authorised Agents.
The Court does not possess jurisdiction in
suits between private citizens and a state. In
the case of Felipe Lavois v. Honduras> when the
plaintiff, a citizen of Guatemala, brought an
action against the defendant state for illegal
arrest and deportation, the Court decided
that the matter was beyond its competence
(December 10, 1913). In another case the
Court was asked to declare as null and void the
election of Flores by the Congress of Costa
Rica, but the Court declared again that the
subject fell outside its jurisdiction.
The Central American Court is a purely
regional Court, created by agreement between
the five signatory states. If a permanent Court
of International Justice is established for the
two Americas, the Central American Court will.